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foundering. This man of many devices de-
cided at length to return to the financial re-
forms of Necker and to the economic reforms
of Turgot. For us, it is a recommendation of
Calonne's plan that it really proceeded from
the two ministers who had attempted to bring
order out of the chaos of the Old Regime.
" Why, this is sheer Necker that you are bring-
ing me!" said the king, as he listened; and
he might have added that it was also sheer
Turgot

Calonne's territorial subvention, bearing upon
all landowners and upon all estates without ex-
ception or privilege, was nothing more or less
than the land-tax of which Turgot was develop-
ing the plan at the very moment of his dis-
missal, and which was to have been the object
of his next reform. It must also have been the
plan of Malesherbes, if it be true that Male-
sherbes is the author of the Memorial in the
Archives which says, speaking of the necessity
of subjecting the privileged classes to taxa-
tion : " This evident truth has been felt by
all administrators. It would have been felt by
the whole nation, had the people been permit-
ted to know and discuss their own interests."
Calonne showed the nation the naked truth,
and, by the Convocation of the Notables, pre-
pared the way for the appeal " to the whole wasas nottradiction.     His aim was to   abolish  anhad
